
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This week’s Parsha begins on a sad note. Sarah dies at the age of 127. Abraham 
wanted to bury her in place called Ma'arat Hamachpela, located in Hebron. This was 
the place where Adam and Eve had been buried. Abraham approached the owner of 
the field, Ephron the Hittite to ask permission to buy the field. At first Ephron offered to 
give the field to Abraham as a gift. When Abraham insisted on paying him, he 
demanded 400 silver coins, which was a lot of money. After paying the money and 
buying the field, Abraham buried Sarah. 
Abraham then focused his energy on finding a wife for his son Isaac. He called his 
most trustworthy servant, Eliezer, and asked him to go to Charan, Abraham’s 
homeland, to find a suitable match.  When Eliezer neared Charan, he prayed to God 
for success on his mission and asked God for help finding the right girls. Eliezer asked 
God for a sign to know if it's the right girl, that if he asks a girls for water and she 
responds that she will give him and his camels water, that will be a sign that she is the 
right one. As Eliezer finished his prayer he noticed a girl approaching the well. He 
asked the girl for some water. The girl gave him water and offered to water his camels 
as well. Confident that this is the right one, he gave the girl jewelry and asked what her 
name was. The girl responded that her name was Rebecca and she is the daughter 
Bethuel, who is Abraham’s nephew. Rebecca took Eliezer home where he told the 
whole story to Rebecca’s family. Although at first they were reluctant to let her go, 
Rebecca's family allowed her to accompany Eliezer back to Abraham’s house. When 
they returned Isaac and Rebecca married. 
Abraham passed away at the age of 175 and was buried next to Sarah in Me’arat 
Hamachpela. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

1) What sad event occurred at the beginning of this week’s parsha? [Sarah died] 
2) How old was Sarah when she died? [127] 
3) Where did Abraham want to bury Sarah? [Ma’arat Hamachpela] 
4) Who else was buried in Ma’arat Hamachpela? [Adam and Eve, and later Abraham] 
5) Who owned Ma'arat Hamachpela? [Ephron the Hittite] 
6) What was the original price that Ephron was going to charge Abraham for the Ma’arat 

Hamachpela? [Free] 



7) When Abraham insisted on paying something how much did Ephrin ask for? [400 silver 
coins] 

8) Who did Abraham send to find a wife for Isaac? [Eliezer] 
9) What sign did Eliezer make to know who will be the right wife for Isaac? [He will ask for 

water for himself and she will give to his camels too] 
10) Who was the girls that fulfilled this sign? [Rebecca] 
11) Who was her father? [Bethuel, Abraham’s nephew] 
12) How many more children did Abraham have when he got remarried? [6] 
13) How old was Abraham when he died? [175] 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Week 5 
 

There are all sorts of chessed, or kind deeds, that a person can do. As we’ve discussed, 
some are simple, such as passing a fork at the table, or smiling at a friend, while others are 
more challenging, such as running an errand for an elderly neighbor, or helping your little 
sister clean her room. G-d, in His great kindness, made it easy for us to do kind deeds to 
each other, by building in a mini instant reward into the mitzvah of chessed. One mini reward 
is the good feeling we experience by helping out a friend in need. The second is the fact that 
what goes around comes around. In other words, when you help your friend, he is likely to do 
the same for you when you are struggling. 

 

In this week’s Parasha, Abraham does the ultimate kindness for his wife, Sarah. Chessed 
shel emes, or the Kindness of Truth, is taking care of the dead. This is a kindness that the 
receiver will never be able to repay and is therefore a selfless form of kindness, and one that 
G-d, Himself will repay. 

 

Discussion Questions 
1) Why is it that “What goes around comes around” in regard to chessed? 
2) When is an act of kindness simpler for us to do? When is it more difficult? 

 

 

Note to Leaders: Discuss with the children how, in part, when you give to another person, 
they are likely to return the favor. That is part of man’s nature. So when we give to others, we 
are actually indirectly giving to ourselves as well! Also, when we acknowledge the kindness 
that others do for us, they are more likely to repeat the act. When WE receive recognition for 
our acts, WE are more likely to repeat them. So even merely recognizing and acknowledging 
the kindness that others do for us will lead to more kindness “coming around.” 
Use the story below to illustrate how when we do and act of kindness, “what goes around, 
comes around.” 



 
 
 
 
 

Two-Man Tag 
Two people are it. They hold hands and chase people. Any person they catch joins the chain 
by linking hands. When another person is caught they can stay together or split 2 and 2, but 
they must split into even numbers and can link together at will. (The tagged people are still all 
“it”.)This game is played until nobody is left. 

 

Grab the Dog 

Divide the group into two teams (each team should have at least 4 or 5). Have the groups 
form 2 lines side by side. Once in a line, they should sit down crossed legged to begin the 
game. 
Each person should reach back with their right hand and hold the left hand of the person 
behind them. Everyone should have their heads down and eyes shut, except the last person 
in the row. 

 
Place a “dog” or anything that you have in between the two people at the front of each row. 
Signal quietly to the last people in each row and they will then squeeze the hand of the 
person in of them. They pass the squeeze up the rows as fast as they can and the two at the 
front have to try and grab the dog before the other one as soon as they feel the squeeze. The 
team that grabs the dog first wins that round and gets one point. After every cycle, the people 
in the front rotate back. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gadi Ramat, a member of the Israeli Defense Force was driving an army jeep near the 

Arab town of Ramallah. A sniper's shot rang out and Gadi fell out of the jeep onto the 

road bleeding profusely. 

Shortly after the shooting, a young Israeli, Shlomo Rimon, came upon Gadi lying on 

the ground. He did what he could to stop the bleeding, put the limp soldier in his car 

and rushed to the nearest Israeli hospital. He called ahead to have the Emergency 

Team ready. 



Four doctors met him at the door and rushed Gadi into surgery where they were 

ultimately able to save his life. His parents were called and told to rush to the hospital 

immediately. Meanwhile, Shlomo slipped away and drove home as he had no more 

information to provide and was not looking for thanks or recognition. He felt anyone 

would have done the same. 

After two weeks, Gadi left the hospital to return to his home in Ashdod for 

convalescence. His mother, Tamar Ramat, put up a sign in her grocery store asking for 

any information about the identity of the young man who saved her son's life. They felt 

compelled to find the rescuer so that they could thank him properly. 

The sign was up for months, but no one had information. Mrs. Ramat kept the sign 

hanging as a daily reminder of her gratitude to the Almighty. More than a year later 

Shlomo Rimon's mother, Anat, came to shop in the grocery store while visiting friends 

in Ashdod where she used to live. She saw the sign requesting information about the 

man who saved Gadi's life. Then she read it a second time wondering if it was referring 

to her son Shlomo. He had told her about a wounded soldier who he had brought to a 

hospital after seeing him lying next to his jeep, but he had made nothing of it. 

Mrs. Rimon asked to speak with Mrs. Ramat in private. They exchanged information 

and it soon became apparent that indeed it was indeed Shlomo Rimon who had saved 

Gadi Ramat! Then Mrs. Rimon asked what seemed to Mrs. Ramat a strange question, 

"How old is Gadi?" When Mrs. Ramat replied "21," Mrs. Rimon broke into tears and 



asked, "You don't remember me?" Mrs. Ramat was puzzled and asked, "Am I 

supposed to?" 

"Close to 22 years ago," said Mrs. Rimon, "we were both expecting. I was living in 

Ashdod and already had two children and did not want to have another one. You 

overheard me telling my friend, called me and worked hard to finally convince me not 

to terminate the pregnancy. The dear child that I gave birth to was Shlomo!" 

Mrs. Rimon paused as she caught her breath and uttered the words that Mrs. Ramat 

will never forget. "You saved my son and now that son saved yours." 

(From In the Spirit of the Maggid R. P. Krohn, p. 215) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Halachot of Borer- Separating 
 

If one has a mixture of different items (i.e. food, toys, etc.) in general, it is forbidden to 
separate or sort these items on Shabbat. They may only be separated if three conditions are 
met: 

1) You are taking the good from the bad (i.e. if you have bag of apples and some of 
them are spoiled, you remove the good apples not the bad apples) 

2) You are doing it immediate use- not for later on in the day 
3) You sort by hand- not with any kind of sorting tool 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Which Mitzvah is performed on Wednesday or Thursday only? 

  

Send you answer to youth@youngisrael.org for a chance to win a great prize. 

mailto:youth@youngisrael.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s Parsha begins on a sad note. Sarah dies at the age of 127. Abraham 
wanted to bury her in place called Ma'arat Hamachpela, located in Hebron. This was 
the place where Adam and Eve had been buried. Abraham approached the owner of 
the field, Ephron the Hittite to ask permission to buy the field. At first Ephron offered to 
give the field to Abraham as a gift. When Abraham insisted on paying him, he 
demanded 400 silver coins, which was a huge sum of money. Our sages use Ephron 
as an example of an evil person who claimed he was going to do a great act, but in the 
end did nothing. A righteous person does the opposite: He will not brag about what he 
is going to do, but ends up doing good deeds. Ephron showed off that he was going to 
give it to Abraham for free, knowing full well that Abraham would pay him anyway. 
Then, when he asked for the money, he overcharged and asked for way more money 
than it was worth! After paying the money and buying the field, Abraham buried Sarah. 
Abraham then focused his energy on finding a wife for his son Isaac. He called his 
most trustworthy servant, Eliezer, and asked him to go to Charan, Abraham’s 
homeland, to find a suitable match. He did not want Isaac to marry a local girl from 
Canaan because God had cursed the nation of Canaan years earlier. When Eliezer 
neared Charan he prayed to God for success on his mission and asked God for help 
finding the right girls. Eliezer asked God for a sign to know if it's the right girl, that when 
he asks a girl for water and she responds that she will give him and his camels water, 
that will be a sign that she is the right one. As Eliezer finishes his prayer he noticed a 
girl approaching the well. He asked the girl for some water. The girl gave him water 
and offered to water his camels as well. Confident that this was the right one, he gave 
the her jewelry and asked what her name was. The girl responded that her name was 
Rebecca and she is the daughter Bethuel, who is Abraham’s nephew. Rebecca took 
Eliezer home where he told the whole story to Rebecca’s family. At first they were 
reluctant to let her go, but ended up letting Rebecca choose what she wants. Rebecca 
responded that she wanted to go with Eliezer and accompanied him back to 
Abraham’s house. When they returned, Rebecca married Isaac and took Sarah’s place 
as the matriarch of the family. 
Abraham remarried and had 6 more children. He passed away at the age of 175 and 
was buried next to Sarah in Me’arat Hamachpela. 
Ismael passed away at the age of 137. After he left Abraham’s house years earlier, he 
had become a robber and a murderer. However, our Sages tell us that he repented 
before his death, and he died a righteous man. 



 
 

1) How old was Sarah when she died? [127] 
2) Where did Abraham want to bury Sarah? [Ma’arat Hamachpela] 
3) Who else was buried in Ma’arat Hamachpela? [Adam and Eve, and later Abraham] 
4) Who owned Ma'arat Hamachpela? [Ephron the Hittite] 
5) What was the original price that Ephron was going to charge Abraham for the Ma’arat 

Hamachpela? [Free] 
6) When Abraham insisted on paying something how much did Ephrin ask for? [400 silver 

coins] 
7) How do we know Ephron was not righteous? [He said he was going to do a great act of 

kindness, but didn't end up doing it] 
8) What sign did Eliezer make to know who will be the right wife for Isaac? [He will ask for 

water for himself and she will give to his camels too] 
9) Who was the girls that fulfilled this sign and who was her father? [Rebecca daughter of 

Bethuel, Abraham’s nephew] 
10) How many more children did Abraham have when he got remarried? [6] 
11) How old was Abraham when he died? [175] 
12) How old was Ishmael when he died? [137] 
13) Was he a righteous person? [Yes. He changed from his evil ways before he died] 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Week 5 
 

There are all sorts of chessed, or kind deeds that a person can do. As we’ve discussed, some 
are simple, such as passing a fork at the table, or smiling at a friend, while others are more 
challenging, such as running an errand for an elderly neighbor, or helping your little sister 
clean her room. G-d, in His great kindness, made it easy for us to do kind deeds to each 
other, by building in a mini instant reward into the mitzvah of chessed. One mini reward is the 
good feeling we experience by helping out a friend in need. The second is the fact that what 
goes around comes around. In other words, when you help your friend, he is likely to do the 
same for you when you are struggling. 

 

In this week’s Parasha, Abraham does the ultimate kindness for his wife, Sarah. Chessed 
shel emes, or the Kindness of Truth, is taking care of the dead. This is a kindness that the 
receiver will never be able to repay and is therefore a selfless form of kindness, and one that 
G-d, Himself will repay. 

 

Discussion Questions 
 

1) Why is it that “What goes around comes around” in regard to chessed? 



2) What do we learn from Abraham about doing chessed? 
 

 

 
 

 

Assassin 
Sit all of the children in a circle, with legs crossed. Have all children put their heads down. 
One person walks around the circle and taps one child on the head. This person is the 
assassin. Once they have been selected, all players pick up their heads. The “assassin” 
eliminates all other players by winking at them. If you are winked at, silently count to 10, then 
put your feet in the middle of the circle. If the assassin eliminates everyone, then they win. 
They can be "witnessed" as well. If a player thinks they know who the killer is, before they get 
winked at, they can say they have a suspect. Such as "I suspect that Sarah is the assassin." 
If Sarah is not the assassin, then the accuser is eliminated. 

 
 

Bees and Butterflies 
You need soft objects that can be used as “Stingers”. 
1. Give 2 people the “stingers” and these people are the bees. 
2. All the other people are the butterflies. 
3. The bees must go around stinging the butterflies (hitting them on the legs with the soft 
objects). 
4. A butterfly that has been stung must stop where it is and freeze. 
5. For a butterfly to heal, 2 untagged butterflies must link arms around the injured butterfly 
and escort them to a designated area in the middle where the bees cannot go. The injured 
butterfly will count out loud to 5 and then can get back into the game. 
6. The game ends when all the butterflies are stung or when it gets boring. 
A few things to note: 
Butterflies that are escorting another butterfly cannot be tagged. 
No butterfly can hide out in the safe area. 

Note to Leaders: Discuss with the children how when we give to others, we not only help 
them, we actually help ourselves as well! When a person is the recipient of an act of 
kindness, they are more likely to return the favor, or do a favor to others. If we can create a 
spirit of giving amongst everyone, everyone becomes more likely to be the recipient of an act 
of kindness. Sometimes we see a direct positive result from our kind deeds. Other times we 
don’t. Sometimes we have to wait many many years to see the effects. Whether we see an 
outcome or not, we must remember that G-d is always watching over us, and He sees and 
values every kind deed we do for His children. Abraham performed an act of kindness that he 
knew would never be repaid. He understood that ultimately, performing an act of kindness is 
not about what is in it for us, but rather about helping others. 

 
Use the story to illustrate how when we perform an act of kindness, we never know how that 
can help us in the future. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gadi Ramat, a member of the Israeli Defense Force was driving an army jeep near the 

Arab town of Ramallah. A sniper's shot rang out and Gadi fell out of the jeep onto the 

road bleeding profusely. 

Shortly after the shooting, a young Israeli, Shlomo Rimon, came upon Gadi lying on 

the ground. He did what he could to stop the bleeding, put the limp soldier in his car 

and rushed to the nearest Israeli hospital. He called ahead to have the Emergency 

Team ready. 

Four doctors met him at the door and rushed Gadi into surgery where they were 

ultimately able to save his life. His parents were called and told to rush to the hospital 

immediately. Meanwhile, Shlomo slipped away and drove home as he had no more 

information to provide and was not looking for thanks or recognition. He felt anyone 

would have done the same. 

After two weeks, Gadi left the hospital to return to his home in Ashdod for 

convalescence. His mother, Tamar Ramat, put up a sign in her grocery store asking for 

any information about the identity of the young man who saved her son's life. They felt 

compelled to find the rescuer so that they could thank him properly. 

The sign was up for months, but no one had information. Mrs. Ramat kept the sign 

hanging as a daily reminder of her gratitude to the Almighty. More than a year later 

Shlomo Rimon's mother, Anat, came to shop in the grocery store while visiting friends 

in Ashdod where she used to live. She saw the sign requesting information about the 

man who saved Gadi's life. Then she read it a second time wondering if it was referring 

to her son Shlomo. He had told her about a wounded soldier who he had brought to a 

hospital after seeing him lying next to his jeep, but he had made nothing of it. 

Mrs. Rimon asked to speak with Mrs. Ramat in private. They exchanged information 

and it soon became apparent that indeed it was indeed Shlomo Rimon who had saved 

Gadi Ramat! Then Mrs. Rimon asked what seemed to Mrs. Ramat a strange question, 

"How old is Gadi?" When Mrs. Ramat replied "21," Mrs. Rimon broke into tears and 

asked, "You don't remember me?" Mrs. Ramat was puzzled and asked, "Am I 

supposed to?" 

"Close to 22 years ago," said Mrs. Rimon, "we were both expecting. I was living in 

Ashdod and already had two children and did not want to have another one. You 



overheard me telling my friend, called me and worked hard to finally convince me not 

to terminate the pregnancy. The dear child that I gave birth to was Shlomo!" 

Mrs. Rimon paused as she caught her breath and uttered the words that Mrs. Ramat 

will never forget. "You saved my son and now that son saved yours." 

(From In the Spirit of the Maggid R. P. Krohn, p. 215) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Halachot of Borer- Separating 
 

If one has a mixture of different items (i.e. food, toys, etc.) in general, it is forbidden to 
separate or sort these items on Shabbat. They may only be separated if three 
conditions are met: 

1) You are taking the good from the bad (i.e. if you have bag of apples and 
some of them are spoiled, you remove the good apples not the bad apples) OR 
the part you want from the part you don’t want (i.e. if chess and checkers pieces 
are mixed and you want to play chess, you must remove the chess pieces and 
leave the check prices. 

2) You are doing it immediate use- not for later on in the day. 
3) You sort by hand- not with any kind of sorting tool, like a sieve or sifter. 

If it is difficult to meet these conditions, another way to separate the items is to scatter 
all of the items of the mixture onto a table or on the ground. Once the items are 
separate identifiable units and therefore no longer classified as a mixture, it is 
permitted to use each one separately. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Which Mitzvah is performed on Wednesday or Thursday only? 
 

Send you answer to youth@youngisrael.org for a chance to win a great prize. 

mailto:youth@youngisrael.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This week’s Parsha begins on a sad note. Sarah dies at the age of 127. Abraham 
wanted to bury her in place called Ma'arat Hamachpela, located in Hebron. This was 
the place where Adam and Eve had been buried. Abraham approached the owner of 
the field, Ephron the Hittite to ask permission to buy the field. At first Ephron offered to 
give the field to Abraham as a gift. When Abraham insisted on paying him, he 
demanded 400 silver coins, an exorbitant price. Our sages use Ephron as an example 
of an evil person who claimed he was going to do a great act, but in the end did 
nothing. A righteous person does the opposite: He will not brag about what he is going 
to do, but ends up doing good deeds. Ephron showed off that he was going to give it to 
Abraham for free, knowing full well that Abraham would pay him anyway. Then, when 
he asked for the money, he overcharged and asked for way more money than it was 
worth!  After paying the money and buying the field, Abraham buried Sarah. 
Abraham then focused his energy on finding a wife for his son Isaac. He called his 
most trustworthy servant, Eliezer, and asked him to go to Charan, Abraham’s 
homeland, to find a suitable match. He did not want Isaac to marry a local girl from 
Canaan because God had cursed the nation of Canaan years earlier. When Eliezer 
neared Charan he prayed to God for success on his mission and asked God for help 
finding the right girls. Eliezer asked God for a sign to know if it's the right girl, that when 
he asks a girl for water and she responds that she will give him and his camels water, 
that will be a sign that she is the right one. As Eliezer finishes his prayer he notices a 
girl approaching the well. He asks the girl for some water. The girl responded that she 
would give him water. After she finished giving him water, she watered all the of 
Eliezer's camels as well. Not only was this the fulfillment of the sign Eliezer had made, 
it also showed that the girl acted in the way of the righteous. At first she only 
mentioned doing a small act of kindness, giving Eliezer himself water, but ended up 
doing a great deed, by watering the camels as well. After Eliezer saw that his heavenly 
sign had been fulfilled, he was sure that she was the right girl. He gave her the 
jewelery and asked her what her name was. The girl responded that her name is 
Rebecca and she is the daughter Bethuel, who is Abraham’s nephew. Rebecca took 
Eliezer home where he told the whole story to Rebecca’s family. At first they were 
reluctant to let her go, but ended up letting Rebecca choose what she wants. Rebecca 
responded that she wanted to go with Eliezer and accompanied him back to 
Abraham’s house. When they returned, Rebecca married Isaac and took Sarah’s place 
as the matriarch of the family. There were three miracles that took place when Sarah 



was alive: the candles she lit before Shabbat did not go out the whole week, the bread 
was blessed so that anyone who ate it easily got full and remained satiated for a long 
time, and God’s presence rested above her tent. These miracles were present in 
Rebecca’s tent as well. 

 
Abraham remarried and had 6 more children. He passed away at the age of 175 and 
was buried next to Sarah in Me’arat Hamachpela. 
Ismael passed away at the age of 137. After he left Abraham’s house years earlier, he 
had become a robber and a murderer. However, our Sages tell us that he repented 
before his death, and he died a righteous man. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

1) How old was Sarah when she died? [127] 
2) Where did Abraham want to bury Sarah? [Ma’arat Hamachpela] 
3) Who else was buried in Ma’arat Hamachpela? [Adam and Eve, and later 

Abraham] 
4) Who owned Ma'arat Hamachpela? [Ephron the Hittite] 
5) What was the original price that Ephron was going to charge Abraham for the 

Ma’arat Hamachpela? [Free] 
6) When Abraham insisted on paying something how much did Ephrin ask for? [400 

silver coins] 
7) What bad trait was Ephron displaying?  [Saying a lot but doing a little] 
8) Who in this week’s parsha did the opposite? [Rebecca. She said a little but did a 

lot] 
9) What sign did Eliezer make to know who will be the right wife for Isaac? [He will 

ask for water for himself and she will give to his camels too] 
10) Who was the girl that fulfilled this sign and who was her father? [Rebecca 

daughter of Bethuel, Abraham’s nephew] 
11) What three miracles occurred in Rebecca’s tens when she married Issac? [The 

Shabbat candles never went out, the bread was blessed, God’s presence rested 
over her tent] 

12) How many more children did Abraham have when he got remarried? [6] 
13) How old was Abraham when he died? [175] 
14) How old was Ishmael when he died? [137] 
15) Was he a righteous person? [Yes. He changed from his evil ways before he died] 



 
 

Week 5 
 
 

There are all sorts of chessed, or kind deeds that a person can do. As we’ve 
discussed, some are simple, such as passing a fork at the table, or smiling at a friend, 
while others are more challenging, such as running an errand for an elderly neighbor, 
or helping your little sister clean her room. Strangely, sometimes it seems easier to do 
a more challenging form of chessed. 

 

Discussion Questions 
1) Why are factors that motivate us to do chessed? 
2) How can we use these ideas to help ourselves and others to do more chessed in 

the future? 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

All on one side 
Your whole team starts on one side of a (makeshift) volleyball net with no one on the 
other side. 
The object is to get your team to the other side of the net and back as many times as 
possible. 

Note to Leaders: Discuss how when a person is acknowledged for the kindness 
he/she does, it makes it more satisfying to perform that act again in the future. 
Furthermore, when someone was the recipient of kindness, it will motivate them to be 
kind to others in the future. Sometimes we see a direct positive result from our kind 
deeds. Other times we don’t. Sometimes we have to wait many many years to see the 
effects. If we can create a spirit of giving amongst everyone, everyone becomes more 
likely to be the recipient of an act of kindness. Whether we see an outcome or not, we 
must remember that G-d is always watching over us, and He sees and values every 
kind deed we do for His children. No good deed goes unpaid. 

 

Use the story below to illustrate how when we perform an act of kindness, we never 
know how we can become the benefactor of our own act in the future. 



Using a balloon for a ball, each player volleys the balloon to another player and then 
scoots under the net to the other side. The last player to touch the balloon taps it over 
the net and scoots under. 
The receiving players try to keep the balloon in play and repeat the process. 

 
Ghost 
Three or four players are chosen to be the ghosts. The rest of the group needs to 
scatter across the playing space and choose a spot to stand in. All players need to 
close their eyes. (You may want to consider using blindfolds.) 

 
The ghosts will roam about the playing space. They will try to eliminate the others by 
standing close behind the players for 10 seconds without them knowing. If this 
happens, the ghost will tap them on their head and they will sit down quietly. 
If a person suspects a person behind them, they would ask, "Is there a ghost behind 
me?" If they are right then they become a ghost. If they are wrong they are out and 
should sit down. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gadi Ramat, a member of the Israeli Defense Force was driving an army jeep near the 

Arab town of Ramallah. A sniper's shot rang out and Gadi fell out of the jeep onto the 

road bleeding profusely. 

Shortly after the shooting, a young Israeli, Shlomo Rimon, came upon Gadi lying on 

the ground. He did what he could to stop the bleeding, put the limp soldier in his car 

and rushed to the nearest Israeli hospital. He called ahead to have the Emergency 

Team ready. 

Four doctors met him at the door and rushed Gadi into surgery where they were 

ultimately able to save his life. His parents were called and told to rush to the hospital 

immediately. Meanwhile, Shlomo slipped away and drove home as he had no more 



information to provide and was not looking for thanks or recognition. He felt anyone 

would have done the same. 

After two weeks, Gadi left the hospital to return to his home in Ashdod for 

convalescence. His mother, Tamar Ramat, put up a sign in her grocery store asking for 

any information about the identity of the young man who saved her son's life. They felt 

compelled to find the rescuer so that they could thank him properly. 

The sign was up for months, but no one had information. Mrs. Ramat kept the sign 

hanging as a daily reminder of her gratitude to the Almighty. More than a year later 

Shlomo Rimon's mother, Anat, came to shop in the grocery store while visiting friends 

in Ashdod where she used to live. She saw the sign requesting information about the 

man who saved Gadi's life. Then she read it a second time wondering if it was referring 

to her son Shlomo. He had told her about a wounded soldier who he had brought to a 

hospital after seeing him lying next to his jeep, but he had made nothing of it. 

Mrs. Rimon asked to speak with Mrs. Ramat in private. They exchanged information 

and it soon became apparent that indeed it was indeed Shlomo Rimon who had saved 

Gadi Ramat! Then Mrs. Rimon asked what seemed to Mrs. Ramat a strange question, 

"How old is Gadi?" When Mrs. Ramat replied "21," Mrs. Rimon broke into tears and 

asked, "You don't remember me?" Mrs. Ramat was puzzled and asked, "Am I 

supposed to?" 

"Close to 22 years ago," said Mrs. Rimon, "we were both expecting. I was living in 

Ashdod and already had two children and did not want to have another one. You 



overheard me telling my friend, called me and worked hard to finally convince me not 

to terminate the pregnancy. The dear child that I gave birth to was Shlomo!" 

Mrs. Rimon paused as she caught her breath and uttered the words that Mrs. Ramat 

will never forget. "You saved my son and now that son saved yours." 

(From In the Spirit of the Maggid R. P. Krohn, p. 215) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Halachot of Borer- Separating 
 

If one has a mixture of different items (i.e. food, toys, etc.) in general, it is forbidden to 
separate or sort these items on Shabbat. They may only be separated if three conditions are 
met: 

1) You are taking the good from the bad (i.e. if you have bag of apples and some of 
them are spoiled, you remove the good apples not the bad apples) OR the part you 
want from the part you don’t want (i.e. if chess and checkers pieces are mixed and you 
want to play chess, you must remove the chess pieces and leave the checkers pieces. 

2) You are doing it immediate use- not for later on in the day. If the sorting is being 
done in preparation for a meal, it may be done right before the meal, even though it 
won’t be used until the end of the meal. 

3) You sort by hand- not with any kind of sorting tool, like a sieve or sifter. Similarly, 
a slotted spoon may not be sued to drain the juice from a salad or other liquidy dish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Which four blessing are said only once a year 
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In the beginning of this week’s parsha, we learn the story of Abraham’s purchase of the 
Ma’aras Hamachpela from Ephron the Hittite. Our Rabbis tell us that Abraham was 
tested ten times. Although according to most opinions the tenth test was the binding of 
Isaac that occurred in last week’s parsha, some commentators write that this event 
was the last test. God tested Abraham to see how he would deal with the deceitful 
Ephron. Ephron promised Abraham everything but ended up giving him nothing. Would 
Abraham get angry? Would he question why he had to deal with a wicked man when 
the land was rightfully his anyway? Clearly Abraham passed this test as well. 

 
There is one glaring question that any thinking person must ask about this opinion. 
How could this be the final test of Abraham? If this is the final test, it must have been 
the greatest. He had just proven that he was willing to sacrifice his beloved son, the 
only one from his wife Sarah, and the one he had waited a hundred years for. How can 
this, annoying as it was, be greater than that. 

 
Rabbi Matisyahu Salomon, gives a beautiful answer. He says that the reason this was 
greatest test is because it was not so clear that it was a test at all. When God told him 
to take Isaac and bring him as a sacrifice, as hard as it was, it was clear that it was a 
test and therefore he was able to strengthen himself and pass the test. However, with 
Ephron, it was not so obvious. The challenge was to recognize that every situation he 
found himself him was from God. This was much harder than passing a test that you 
know is a test. Rabbi Solomon gives a great parable. Imagine if the government made 
a new law that no one is allowed to study Torah. The reaction would very likely be 

Note to Leaders: 
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people standing up and not giving in to this horrible decree. People would be sacrifice 
everything for the study of Torah. There would be declarations that we cannot give in 
and we must do this great mitzvah under all circumstances, even if it means giving up 
our lives. So where are all these people now? How many people don’t study Torah as 
much as they should, or not at all? The answer is that when we know that we are being 
challenged, it is easier to strengthen ourselves and stand up to the test. However, 
when we feel something is just part of our regular daily lives it is harder to overcome. 
The lesson that we must learn from Abraham is that we must realize that EVERY 
situation is from God. Whether it’s an annoying neighbor or difficult parents. Whether 
it’s getting stuck in traffic or having to talk to a foreigner when you call customer 
service, it’s all from God. The challenge of these situations, is to realize that the reason 
we are in this situation, is because God wants to see how we will handle it. With this in 
mind, dealing with these situation will hopefully become much easier! 

 

Have a great Shabbos! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(To be said right after Davening) 
 
 

If one has a mixture of different items (i.e. food, toys, etc.) in general, it is forbidden to 
separate or sort this items on Shabbat. They may only be separated if three conditions 
are met: 

1) You are taking the good from the bad (i.e. if you have bag of apples and 
some of them are spoiled, you remove the good apples not the bad apples) OR 
the part you want from the part you don’t want (i.e. if chess and checkers pieces 
are mixed and you want to play chess, you must remove the chess pieces and 
leave the check prices. One may peel foods that need to be peeled in order to 
eat, like an egg or orange, even though he/she is removing bad from good, 
because there is no other way to separate the two parts of the food. 

2) You are doing it for immediate use- not for later on in the day. If the sorting 
is being done in preparation for a meal, it may be done right before the meal, 
even though it won’t be used until the end of the meal. 

3) You sort by hand- not with any kind of sorting tool, like a sieve or sifter. 
Similarly, a slotted spoon may not be sued to drain the juice from a salad or other 
liquidy dish. However one may use a fork or spoon if the only purpose of the fork 
is so that his/her hands don’t get dirty (i.e. separating meat from vegetables) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Set up the Kiddush as you normally would, but only put out ¼ of the food. Without 

commenting on the limited amount of food, invite everyone to fill their plates and have a seat, 

but not to start eating yet.  When everyone is seated instruct each person to switch plates 

with the person next to them. Point out to them that those who took more than their share, 

despite noticing the limited supply, did not gain from their actions. They would have gained 

more by ensuring that their neighbor got what they need first. The same is true in life. When 

everyone tries to grab everything for ourselves, no one really wins. When everyone is only 

looking out for their friend’s needs, everyone wins. 

Invite comments from the teens. Ask them to share how they felt when they saw the limited 

food supply. How did they react? What was going through their minds when they switched 

plates? How can they apply these concepts in their everyday lives? 

After the discussion has concluded, let them switch back to their original plates and bring out 

the rest of the food for everyone to enjoy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Which four blessing are said only once a year 
 

 

. 
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